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“Education is the most powerful weapon 
we can use to change the world”. This 
quote by Mahatma Gandhi years ago is as 
applicable today as it was when he spoke 
those words in the 20th century. There 
was a time when attaining a college degree 
meant that a student simply accumulated 
knowledge. Our educational system was 
built around fixed disciplines and arbitrary 
time frames that frequently lacked the 
flexibility to allow for innovation and 
creativity. However, the world as we know 
it is changing. Today our communities, 
our employers, and in fact the world, is 
demanding a radically different approach 
to a higher education.  At Cowley College 
we understand that innovatively educating 
the next generation of Tigers to meet these 
new challenges is vitally important and 
we are confident that our alumni will be 
amongst the best and the brightest meeting 
the needs of the 21st century.

This past year at Cowley College has been 
an exciting one as we have looked to the 
future to broaden our scope and build for 
the success of our students. In this edition 
of our Alumni & Friends Newsletter, you 
will learn about the ways in which we are 
reaching out with new partnerships, new 
learning paradigms, and new learning 
facilities. You will read about our successful 
graduates who are working and chasing 
their dreams in fields as diverse as politics 
and the arts. You will read about our new 
state of the art campus that will allow us 
to deliver pioneering technology through 
innovative learning spaces, allowing us 
to bring educational access to hundreds 
of students in Sumner County and 
beyond. You will also learn about Cowley 
College’s vision for the youngest of our 
learners through the development of an 
early childhood center, which will bring a 
new creative approach to early childhood 
education in Cowley County.

At Cowley College we know the 
opportunity gap in higher education 
continues to increase. Access to higher 
education, especially in our rural centers, 
continues to wane and it will be incumbent 
upon us to find ways in which to evolve 
and expand to bridge this gap. The future 
of higher education and its relevance to 
the 21st century will lie within our ability 
to expand our thinking, to find innovative 
models to deliver learning to our students 
and to prepare our graduates for a world 

of diversity and change. As our treasured alumni and friends, we want to take this 
opportunity to thank you for your continued support of this important endeavor. 
We would also like to take this opportunity to ask you to actively join us by 
becoming a part of our new Tiger Alumni Association. You will find within this 
issue a postcard with which to update your information, ensuring that you will 
continue to be a part of this exciting time in the life of Cowley College and our 
students.

Education is indeed the way we will change the world. For all of our students, the 
change begins at Cowley.

Go Tigers,

Dr. Kori Gregg
Vice President of Institutional Advancement
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Dear Cowley College Alumni,

As we approach the conclusion 
of another fall semester, I wish to 
share with you some of the amazing 
successes in Tiger Territory. One of 
the early fall semester improvements 
was the renovation of the admissions 
area. When students and their families 
arrive in the admissions area, Tiger 
Pride is evident everywhere you 
turn. Also, technologies have been 
deeply embedded into the enrollment 
experience with the inclusion of a 
touch screen kiosk and large screen 
monitors to facilitate a seamless 
transition for students to move 
through the admissions process. 
Customer service is our No. 1 priority. 

With the start of the fall semester, 
the College unveiled the new Tiger 
Wrestling program. The program 
began with tremendous zeal as head 
coach Beau Vest and his staff recruited 
a strong team of wrestlers. The 
College held its inaugural home dual 
against Neosho Community College 
on Thursday, November 9, with 
approximately 700 fans in attendance 
at the W.S. Scott Auditorium. The 
program is off to a tremendous start. 

Part way into the fall semester, the 
College entered into a first-of-its-
kind 2+2 Engineering Agreement 
with Wichita State University. 
Cowley College has five pre-
engineering programs which permit 
a seamless transfer for Cowley 
College engineering graduates into 
a compatible four-year engineering 
program at Wichita State University. 
The true seamless nature of these 
agreements allow tremendous cost 
savings in excess of $50,000 for each 
student because of the lower cost 
of tuition and fees and the reduced 
time to completion. Special thanks 
to the math and science faculty 
and leadership at both institutions 
for developing these cutting edge 
agreements.

During the fall semester, the College 
witnessed the historic groundbreaking 
ceremony for the new Sumner 
Campus located in Wellington. 
Almost 300 attended this pristine 
event. With a dozen speakers from 
across the State to include Marjorie 

Short, campus property donor and 
owner of Short Land Co., Dr. Jeff 
Colyer, Lieutenant Governor of 
Kansas, Dr. Blake Flanders, CEO of 
the Kansas Board of Regents, and 
numerous legislators and dignitaries, 
Cowley College celebrated the start 
of construction for the new Sumner 
Campus. The Innovation and 
Technology Center is expected to open 
in the fall of 2018 followed by the 
Short General Education Center in 
the fall of 2019. The primary programs 
of study for the campus will be 
manufacturing, agriculture, computer 
science, first responders, and teacher 
education. 

As we enter the final days of the 
fall semester, the College is placing 
an emphasis on promoting its brand. 
One of the clearest ways to advance 
the brand of the College is through 
our campus signage. As a result, the 
College has begun a major project 

to install wayfinding signage for vehicles, 
pedestrians, and buildings on the main 
campus. This is a major project which will 
continue well into the spring semester but 
will make a profound first impression on 
the image and “curb appeal” of the College 
for our first-time guests or those passing 
through Tiger Territory. 

In closing, as an alum, you can be 
extremely proud of your Tiger heritage and 
the advances Cowley College has made and 
will continue to make. As the president 
of the College, I wish to make all of our 
alumni, Cowley Proud! Please support 
the College through word and deed, and 
proudly display your Tiger Stripes! 

GO TIGERS!

Dennis C. Rittle, PhD
Cowley College President
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Adriana Somerville
Alumni Relations and Golden Tigers Coordinator
(620) 441-5286  |  adriana.somerville@cowley.edu 

Meet the new 
Alumni Relations 
and Golden Tigers 

Coordinator
Hello all, my name is 

Adriana Somerville, and I’m 
your new Alumni Relations and 
Golden Tigers Coordinator here 
at the college. I’m incredibly 
excited to be working at Cowley, 
and I’m looking forward to 
meeting you fabulous alums.

Before coming to Cowley, 
I attended Wichita State 
University’s Elliott School 
of Communication where 
I graduated in May 2017 
with my Bachelor of Arts in 
Communication. My experience 
there as a non-traditional 
student was vastly different 
from that of your typical 
undergraduate student, but 
it has given me insight and 
perspective that you won’t find 
in any textbook.

On my journey to completing 
my degree, I spent a year at 
Cowley getting back into the 
habit of being a student. My 
time here was amazing, and I 
made some true friends for life 
on the Cowley campus. My year 
at Cowley as a student and the 
great experience I had was a 
significant part of what drew me 
to this position. Coming back 
to Cowley in some capacity has 
been a dream of mine ever since 
I was a student here. Apparently, 
some dreams really do come 
true.

My role here at the college is to 
reach out to our alumni, making 
sure all of you feel connected 
to the college and all its 
happenings. I’m also responsible 
for creating and implementing 
programs that allow you, our 
alumni, to be involved with 
the college and give back to 

Cowley in some way. My 
goal is to make sure you’re 
up-to-date with what’s 
happening at Cowley, give 
you the opportunity to stay 
connected to the college, 
offer you the opportunity 
to give back, and let you 
know how much we 
appreciate you.

Specifically, my goal 
as Alumni Relations 
Coordinator is to create 
some key programs that will 
connect our alumni to the 
college for years to come. 
My first goal is to create an 
alumni association. Cowley 
is one of the few colleges in 
the area that does not have 
some type of organization 
for its alumni. My goal is 
to create one. This will give 
anyone who has attended 
Cowley the chance to 
gather with other alumni, 
whether it’s purely for 
social reasons or to network 
with other Tigers and make 
professional connections.

Another goal is to create 
two different mentorship 
programs; one for Cowley 
alumni to mentor current 
students, and another for 
alums who are established 
in their careers to mentor 
recent graduates. This 
will provide all of you the 
opportunity to pass along 
valuable career guidance 
and connections to current 
students and younger alums 
who are in the beginning 
stages of their careers. It is 
important for me to have 
both of these programs 
so that everyone has the 
opportunity to benefit from 

them. I want all of our 
alumni to know that they 
are still important to us, 
even after they graduate.

The success of these 
programs depend mainly 
on the level of interest. If 
you would like to be part 
of an alumni association 
or you’re interested in 
being a mentor or mentee, 
please fill out the tear-out 
in this magazine with your 
information and send it 
back to me. My hope is 
to start these programs as 
soon as we have enough 
interest. If you’d like to 
reach out to me in person, 

my office phone is (620) 
441-5286. My work email 
is adriana.somerville@
cowley.edu. We also have 
a Facebook page called 
Cowley College Alumni. I 
would love it if you liked 
the page.

If you have any 
suggestions for programs, 
or events that you’d like to 
see, please be sure to share 
them with me. I’m excited 
for what is to come for our 
alumni programs and I’m 
very much looking forward 
to meeting and working 
with all of you. It has been 
a great year so far.
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Following the purchase 
of a steer during the Cowley 
County Fair 4-H/FFA 
Market Livestock Auction 
held at the Winfield 
Fairgrounds on Aug. 7, 
Cowley College donated 
close to 500 pounds of 
meat to Manna Ministries 
in Arkansas City and the 
Winfield Community Food 
Pantry.

The College began 
purchasing cattle from local 
4-H members and donating 
the beef to local food 
pantries in 2010.

“We appreciate the 
opportunity to partner 
with these community 
organizations and distribute 
food to those in need,” 
Cowley College president 
Dr. Dennis Rittle said. 

Representatives from the 
college met with Winfield 
Community Food Pantry 
volunteers Margaret Cox 

and Mari Wallrabenstein at 
the Grace United Church 
in Winfield. Phil Jarvis, 
Director of the Winfield 
Community Food Pantry, 
said there is a definite need 
for the beef. 

“The need is not 
decreasing. Through the 
efforts of businesses and 
institutions such as Cowley 
College, we are able to feed 
people in Cowley County 
that need the food,” Jarvis 
said.

The Winfield Community 
Food Pantry is dedicated 
to assisting the people in 
northern Cowley County 
who are in need of quality 
service, useable food items, 
and a nurturing and caring 
atmosphere.

The Pantry is housed in 
the basement of Grace 
United Church and pays no 
rent or utilities. The Pantry, 
which is located at 320 
College Street, is staffed 
entirely by volunteers. 

Families coming to the 
Food Pantry must complete 
a referral form, have proof 
of a Winfield area address, 
and meet the income 
guidelines. Eligible families 
are given staple items and 
vouchers to use for fresh 
food at a local grocery.

The Pantry is open from 
8:30-11 a.m., Monday 
through Friday.

Following the delivery 
of the beef minute 
steak, beef ribeye steak, 
and ground beef to the 
Winfield Community Food 
Pantry, representatives 
from the college met with 
Lisa Longshore, director 
of Manna Ministries, in 
Arkansas City.

Manna Ministries is a 
faith based food pantry 
housed at the First Baptist 
Church, located at A 
Street and Central. They 
welcome all donations 
and hold a distribution 
on the third Saturday of 

each month. The food pantry 
continues to grow as they service 
the southern half of Cowley 
County.

Longshore is glad to have the 
college as a partner to the food 
pantry.

“We are always very grateful 
to Cowley College for helping 
those in the community in 
need,” Longshore said. 

Entrance to Manna Ministries 
is thru the north parking lot 
of First Baptist Church on 
Chestnut Avenue.

Families will need to bring a 
picture ID, proof of income, 
and proof of residence in order 
to receive the packaged beef.

“We appreciate it so much for 
Cowley College to do this for 
the Winfield Community Food 
Pantry and Manna Ministries,” 
Jarvis said. “This helps 
tremendously.”

The meat was processed by 
Stroot Lockers in Mulvane.

Cowley College donates nearly  
500 pounds of meat to local food pantries

Pictured, from left, Terry McClure, Lisa Longshore, Linda Moritz, and Dr. Dennis C. Rittle.
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Mitch Hoover, far right, is shown acting in “The Silenced” at The New School for Drama.
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Mitch Hoover, a 2010 graduate 
of Cowley College, is currently 
living in Brooklyn, New York and is 
involved with the BFA in Dramatic 
Arts program at The New School 
for Drama focusing on acting and 
experimental theatre.

Hoover graduated from Oxford 
High School in 2008. At Oxford, he 
was heavily involved in the theatre 
department.

“It’s the first thing I ever had a spark 
at,” Hoover said. “I remember the 
first play at Oxford High School very 
vividly and that feeling of fulfillment 
has come back every time I perform. 
It’s never gone away.” 

He was unsure how he was going to 
pay for college until he met former 
Cowley College Theatre Director Scott 
MacLaughlin. 

“Luckily, Scott met with me, 
arranged an audition at my school, 
and gave me a full ride. It was a 
blessing,” Hoover said.

While at Cowley, Hoover 
was involved in several theatre 
productions. He was in High School 
Musical, Midsummer Night’s Dream 
as Oberon, and Diary of Anne Frank 
as Mr. Dussel. 

Along with his involvement in 

Cowley’s theatre department, Hoover 
met Cowley journalism instructor 
Meg Smith and got involved with the 
journalism department. 

After graduating from Cowley 
College, Hoover spent five years in 
the Marines before being honorably 
discharged in November 2015. 

While he was in the Marines, he 
mainly served as a V22 Osprey Crew 
Chief in Okinawa, Japan where he was 
involved in humanitarian operations 
in the Philippines after Typhoon 
Haiayan and Nepal after the 2015 
earthquake. He also did a six-month 
stint in Okinawa as an MP Watch 
Commander.

Raising money for the USO (United 
Service Organizations), Hoover 
recently ran in the New York City 
Marathon. He also ran in the Marine 
Corps Marathon just a few weeks prior 
to the NYC Marathon.

“I did pretty well using a run three 
miles and walk one mile technique 
since I was still sore from the Marine 
Corps Marathon two weeks earlier,” 
Hoover said. “The crowds were endless 
and constantly pushed me farther 
and farther. I have never felt more 
connected to this city.”

Hoover said his experience with the 
BFA in Dramatic Arts program at The 
New School for Drama has been eye-
opening.

“I was in a mainstage last semester 
working with industry professionals 
and teachers are helpful and here for 
us,” Hoover said. “It has also helped 
me reach out into other aspects of 
theatre involving current technology 
that’s working its way slowly into 
modern theatre.”

He recently began interning at The 
Wooster Group, which is a company 
founded by Spalding Gray and Liz 
Lecompte more than 40 years ago.

“Usually, I assist with any technical 
duties (hanging lights, setting up the 
set, cleaning the theatre etc.),” Hoover 
said. 

Acting is Hoover’s primary focus, but 
he is also learning how to use modern 
tools like After Effects and Premiere 
Pro to design audio/visual pieces for 
the stage. 

“If it wasn’t for Cowley and their 
generous scholarship, I would not have 
had the freedom to explore and learn 
more about myself as a human being,” 
Hoover said. “The teachers I had there 
pushed me, and that ultimately led to 
me studying in NYC. I am the sum of 
those who have been in my life. My 
parents and friends shape me, but I 
think my teachers at Cowley were very 
influential. Without them I am not 
sure where I would be.”
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The dream is becoming a reality. 
Through hard work and vision from 
numerous individuals, the groundbreaking 
ceremonies for Cowley College’s Sumner 
Campus took place Wednesday, October 
11 in Wellington, KS. The location of the 
future campus is east of Walmart along 
Highway 160. Due to recent rain, the 
groundbreaking ceremony was held next 
door to the site in the Walmart parking lot.

More than 270 individuals attended the 
event, which featured comments from 
Kansas Lieutenant Governor Dr. Jeff 
Colyer (Keynote Speaker), Marjorie Short, 
Owner of the Short Land Company, 
Michael E. Zamrzla, Deputy State Director 
of U.S. Senator Jerry Moran’s Office, 
Debbie Luper, District Director of U.S. 
Congressman Ron Estes’ Office, Kansas 
State Representative Anita Judd-Jenkins, 
Kansas Senator Larry Alley, Kansas State 
Representative Ed Trimmer, Dr. Blake 
Flanders, President and CEO of the Kansas 
Board of Regents, Ray Frederick, Chair 
of the Kansas Postsecondary Technical 
Education Authority, Clifford Bales, Chair 
of the Sumner County Commission, 
Stacy Davis, Executive Director of 
Sumner County Economic Development 
Commission, Bob Juden, Chair of the 
Cowley College Board of Trustees, and 
Cowley College President Dr. Dennis C. 
Rittle.

Kansas Lieutenant Governor Dr. Jeff 
Colyer said this was a historic day and 
is something that Kansans are extremely 
proud of. 

“This is so life changing for the future of 
our children,” Dr. Colyer said. “Thank you 
to this community and the great leadership 
of Dr. Rittle. We are Cowley Proud because 
we are Sumner Strong.”

Along with these instrumental 
individuals, Dr. Rittle also thanked 
Campus Operations Officer Jan 

Grace and the groundbreaking 
committee. He also thanked the 
advance groundbreaking ceremony 
team, faculty, staff, administrators, 
student ambassadors, spirit squad, 
and criminal justice students who 
helped with the event, the cross-
sectional campus planning committee 
comprised of citizens from across 
Sumner County, and his wife, Christy, 
for her unwavering support. Lastly, he 
had every citizen of Sumner County 
stand to receive a prolonged round of 
applause for their bravery and courage 
to support this project.  

Agora Architecture had 3D Virtual 
Modeling goggles available at the 
groundbreaking ceremonies for 
individuals to get an interactive first 
look at the Sumner Campus before 
it is constructed. In addition, large 
paper-based renderings were available 
for public viewing.

On November 8, 2016, Sumner 
County voters made history by 
approving the passage of a half-
cent county sales tax to construct 
a comprehensive Cowley College 
campus in the heart of Sumner 
County to provide workforce training 
and educational services for the 
businesses and citizens of Sumner 
County and the surrounding regions. 
This act of trust and generosity was 
followed quickly by the generosity 
of Marjorie Short to donate the 
land for the new campus and most 
recently followed by the galvanizing 
partnership forged between the 
College and the City of Wellington in 
authoring a Developer’s Agreement 
to share the costs of designing the 
campus infrastructure.

Marjorie Short, the wife of the late 
Bill Short, is the owner of Short 
Land Company, LLC, and the donor 
of the 18 acres of property just east 

of Walmart along Highway 160. In 
honor of the donation, the family 
received naming rights to the General 
Education Center. 

“I love talking about Cowley College 
and am so thrilled to drive by and 
see all the work going on out here,” 
Short said. “I am proud to be a part 
of it. I know my late husband, Bill, 
would be pleased to know what we did 
in donating the land. I have already 
gotten great joy from our donation. 
Thank you to everyone who helped 
make this possible. We will continue 
to make it great.”

The Technical Center is expected 
to open in the fall of 2018 followed 
by the opening of the Short General 
Education Center in the fall of 2019.

Agriculture, manufacturing, 
computer science, first-responders 
and education programs will be the 
initial slate of programs offered at the 
Sumner campus.

Cowley College Board Chair Bob 
Juden said the College is at the apex 
of the dreams they envisioned a few 
years ago. 

“We are now in the eye of 
communities all around the nation,” 
Juden said. “For a country boy this is 
huge. I am grateful to be a part of it.”

Dr. Rittle reminisced that this has 
been a grassroots journey, spanning 
more than two years with countless 
interactions, passionate exchanges, 
and personal sacrifices. 

“It is the Sumner County residents 
who showed the bravery to trust in 
what higher education can be,” Dr. 
Rittle said. “This is something for 
Sumner County to wrap its arms 
around and say, this is our future.”

Dignitaries take part in historic groundbreaking ceremony
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Cowley College had a large 
presence at this year’s Arkalalah 
festivities. 

Newly hired Cowley College Alumni 
Relations/Golden Tigers coordinator 
Adriana Somerville had the idea to 
put together a float design contest for 
the school’s engineering students so 
they could gain experience in creating 
a design and then execute a build. 
Out of the students that participated, 
sophomore Aimee Schwintz had her 
work chosen as the winning design.

Schwintz’s design stood out because 
she cohesively incorporated elements 
from Mary Poppins and Cowley 
College. She also drew from the film 
for her design inspiration. Everyone 
on the committee liked that her design 
went from the industrial look of the 
stage show to the more whimsical look 
of the film.

The float design committee also 
liked the house that Cowley College 
student Courtney Wallace used in 
her design, so Schwintz and Wallace 
collaborated to combine Schwintz’s 
design with Wallace’s house. 

“They didn’t have a huge budget 
or a very long timeline, so I was very 
pleased with the caliber of their 
designs considering their time and 
budget constraints,” Somerville said.

Based on the classic 1964 Disney 
film, Mary Poppins is an ageless story 
of redemption and love. Cowley 

College’s Visual and Performing Arts 
Department performed Mary Poppins 
November 9-11 in the Robert Brown 
Theatre. They performed four shows 
for the community and an additional 
four shows for elementary schools in 
Cowley County. 

The College also once again hosted 
the coronation for Queen Alalah. 
Having been named first runner-up 
for Little Miss Arkalalah in 2001 

and serving as Miss Manhattan two 
years ago, Cowley College sophomore 
Kyrstyn Kinzie (pictured) can now 
add Queen Alalah to her list of 
accomplishments as she was named 
Queen Alalah LXXXVI. 

The first runner-up was Arkansas 
City native Brylee Burroughs. The 
other three candidates were Mary 
Anderson, Jordan Day, and Braydee 
Holmes.

2000s
Cathleen (Call) Murphy, Class of 

2013, lives in Haysville, KS. 

Elizabeth Bertin, Class of 2012, lives 
in Alexandria, Louisiana. She has five 
children and seven grandchildren.

1960s
Tom Parmley, attended Cowley in 

1960, and his wife, Aunalee, reside 
in Topeka, KS. Mr. Parmley was the 
former news and sports director at 
KSOK Radio and called the play by 
play of many Arkansas City High 

School and Cowley College sporting 
events in the late 1950s and early 
1960s. He remains close friends with 
former Cowley instructor and coach, 
Reece Bohannon, and has fond 
memories of legendary Tiger coach 
Dan Kahler. 
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Having forged a successful career as a 
political consultant while also continuing 
to give back to Cowley College, Gavin 
Kreidler was snamed the recipient of the 
2017 Outstanding Tiger Alumni award.

Kreidler grew up in Colwich, KS and 
attended Bishop Carroll Catholic High 
School in Wichita. With both his sister, 
Laura, and brother in law, Jake Hocker, 
having previously attended Cowley College, 
Kreidler felt Cowley would be a good place 
to start his college career in 2007.“I knew 
I wasn’t ready for a big school yet and it 
made sense to go to somewhere with a 
small town environment where I knew I 
was more than a student ID number to 
faculty,” Kreidler said.

Kreidler moved into a four-plex apartment 
near Cowley College’s main campus. It 
was there that he met Eli Hilderbrand, 
who lived in the apartment across the 
hall. Kreidler and Eli forged an instant 
friendship.

“We were together pretty much every 
day for the next two months after that,” 
Kreidler said.

Tragically their friendship would be short 
lived as a fire at the apartment building 
on Oct. 2, 2007 would change their lives 
forever.

Three of the apartments were 
occupied, and all the tenants escaped 
unharmed except for Eli. Initially, Eli 
got out of the building after the fire 
broke out; however, Eli went back in 
because he thought someone was still 
in the house, and then he could not 
get out.

“It was incredibly hard and 
heartbreaking for all of us who knew 
him,” Kreidler said. “I considered him 
a best friend even in the few short 
months we knew each other.”

Following the tragedy, Kreidler 
completed two years at Cowley and 
then went on to earn a bachelor’s 
degree in Political Science and a 
Business Administration minor from 
Pittsburg State University in 2011.

“My experience at Cowley was vastly 
different than most,” Kreidler said. “It 
was the hardest two years of my life. 
With that said, in the years following 
those experiences at Cowley really 
helped me learn a lot more about 
myself and frankly develop some inner 
strength that I didn’t know was there.”

As a way to honor his friend, 
Kreidler established the Eli 
Hilderbrand Memorial Scholarship 
at Cowley College in 2015. Kreidler 
hosted a golf tournament in Lawrence, 
KS in August to help raise additional 

funds for the scholarship.

“It is a cause very near and dear to 
me,” Kreidler said. “I knew there were 
lot of good kids out there like Eli who 
just needed a small helping hand. It 
was critical to me that this be a merit 
based scholarship. I just hope the 
recipients understand how much it 
means to me that Eli’s name continues 
on helping people.”

Cowley College vice president of 
institutional advancement, Dr. Kori 
Gregg, said the Outstanding Tiger 
Alumni Award was created in part to 
honor an alum who has brought pride 
to the college through excellence in 
career and community service and 
she cannot think of a more deserving 
individual than Gavin Kreidler.

“Through his unselfish act of 
establishing an endowed scholarship 
to honor and remember his best 
friend Eli, Gavin has given the gift 
of a college education to countless 
students,” Dr. Gregg said. “Without 
question, the lives of many individuals 
will forever be changed by the 
generosity and character of this young 
man. While he asks that the focus 
remain on Eli, we cannot forget the 
impact his giving will have on Cowley 
students. In the face of unthinkable 
loss, Gavin has found a way to turn it 
into a remarkable positive.”

Kreidler currently resides in 
Lawrence, KS and operates Kreidler 
Consulting Group as well as the 
Kreidler Real Estate Group. He has 
invested in a few other businesses as 
well.

Kreidler is humbled to join the list of 
former recipients of the Outstanding 
Tiger Alumni award.

“It is very important to me that 
I don’t accept this on behalf of 
myself but on behalf of Eli and the 
scholarship,” Kreidler said. “I didn’t 
do this to receive any awards. In fact 
this scholarship fund has been a very 
private thing that only a few close 
friends and family know about. I am 
honored that Cowley College would 
bestow this on me.”

Kreidler hopes the scholarship he 
established has helped a few students 
and will continue to grow each year. 

“I am truly honored by this award 
and frankly somewhat speechless I 
have been asked to receive it,” Kreidler 
said. “I am humbled and honored 
beyond belief.”

Gavin Kreidler named recipient of 
Outstanding Tiger Alumni award
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With intentions of transforming 
Cowley College’s Mulvane Center-
Bloomenshine Building into a STEM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering & 
Math) Center, the College conducted 
successful negotiations with the 
Mulvane School District permitting 
Cowley College full access to the 
facility.

Cowley College has conducted 
classes in the upper level of the 
building since 2005. This agreement 
will allow the College to have two 
additional classrooms and office space 
in the basement of the facility. Also 
included is street front parking.

Cowley College president Dr. Dennis 
C. Rittle and Cowley administrators 
worked with the USD 263 School 
Board to get their support. 

Dr. Brad Rahe, Superintendent of 
Schools at USD 263, was instrumental 
in helping Cowley gain full access to 
the Bloomenshine facility.

“I thank Dr. Rahe and the School 
Board for granting us full access to 
the building as well as the parking in 
front,” Dr. Rittle said. “I look forward 

to continuing to work with Dr. Rahe 
and the School Board to bring this 
journey to the next chapter in our 
relationship where we have a Learning 
Center that meets the needs of the 
students, workforce and community.”

Dr. Rahe said the opportunity 
recently arose to grant the College full 
access to the Bloomenshine facility. 

“This is a positive opportunity for 
everyone in Mulvane,” Dr. Rahe said. 
“The more classes you can offer the 
better it is for our students in the 
community.”

Cowley College previously leased 
the Mulvane Center-Bloomenshine 
Building.

Dr. Michelle Schoon, Cowley 
College Natural Science Department 
Chair, said the Mulvane Center 
has traditionally been strong in the 
math and science areas and this 
additional space to use for instruction 
will strengthen class offerings in the 
Mulvane area.

“We hope to be able to offer some 
new programs and to improve services 
to our students,” Dr. Schoon said.

Cowley College gains full access to Mulvane Center
When Dr. Chad Killblane began teaching 

at the Bloomenshine Building in 2011, 
he wondered why the College shared 
the basement of its facility with another 
organization. 

“It often led to confusion and parking 
issues,” Dr. Killblane said. “It always 
seemed crazy that we could not park in 
front of a building with our name on it. 
Now we have full access to our building 
and its parking; it is a breath of fresh air. 
More so, it feels as if things are taking a 
very positive turn, and I am excited for the 
future.”

Julia Jarboe, administrative assistant at 
the Mulvane Center, is excited to see what 
changes are in store for the Bloomenshine 
Building.

“Having the two new classrooms 
and office space will provide a greater 
opportunity for growth and to reach our 
full potential here in Mulvane,” Jarboe said.

Jan Grace, Campus Operations Officer 
of Cowley College in Sumner County, said 
this means Cowley College is showing its 
commitment to the Mulvane community.

“Cowley College is always looking for 
more community projects we can do with 
Mulvane,” Grace said.

Cowley College’s Earle N. 
Wright Community Room played 
host to a record turnout of individuals 
attending the Cowley College 
Foundation Annual Scholarship 
Reception on October 4. 

The event, in its seventh year, brings 
together scholarship recipients with 
the community members, donors and 
alumni who donate money to the 
foundation in support of scholarships. 
The reception has continued to be a 
success and is held each year thanks 
to a generous contribution from the 
Trust Company of Kansas, which has 
been the event sponsor from the first 
year. 

Over the course of the evening, the 
Foundation awarded 145 scholarships 
with a total value of $153,470 for the 
2017-2018 academic year.

Attendees were welcomed by 

Cowley College’s vice president of 
institutional advancement Dr. Kori 
Gregg and the Foundation Board 
president Mike Munson. Lena 
Spencer, foundation coordinator, and 
Lisa Grose, scholarship coordinator, 
were on hand to ensure the event was 
a success.

Dr. Gregg thanked the donors in 
attendance for their generous support 
to student scholarships.

“You are changing lives and making a 
difference. Your scholarship matters,” 
Dr. Gregg said. “Your scholarships 
open countless doors to students. 
Without you so many dreams would 
go unfulfilled.”

During the scholarship presentation, 
Dr. Gregg had the audience answer 
trivia questions about Cowley College 
with a chance to win prizes. 

Sophomore Julian Cornejo 
(pictured), the recipient of the Scott 

MacLaughlin Memorial Scholarship, also 
spoke at the event.

“Thanks for giving students a chance to 
continue their education through these 
generous scholarships,” Cornejo said. 
“Without this scholarship, I would not be 
able to pay for my schooling.”

Scholars and donors pack the Wright Room
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Volleyball 
The nationally ranked Cowley 
College volleyball team finished in a 
tie for second place in the Jayhawk 
Conference Eastern Division and 
captured the District N title to qualify 
for the NJCAA Division II National 
Tournament in Charleston, WV. The 
Lady Tigers would go on to place fifth 
nationally and ended the year with a 
record of 40-7. The 40 wins were the 
programs most since the 1979 season. 
Seven Lady Tiger volleyball players 
received All-Conference honors.  
 
Women’s Cross Country 
Ranked as high as second in the 
nation, the Cowley College women’s 
cross country team captured the 
conference title and finished only 
one point away from claiming the 
region title. The Lady Tigers capped 
their stellar season by placing 
third at the NJCAA Division I 
National Championship in Fort 
Dodge, IA. Cowley freshmen Raye 
Moran (18:58.6, 26th place), Harlie 
Schmeling (19:12.2, 32nd place), and 
Wrylee Dickard (19:21.0, 37th place), 
were the Lady Tigers top-three runners 
at the national meet and each earned 
All-American honors.  
 
Men’s Cross Country 
The Cowley College men’s cross 
country team made a huge leap from 
one season ago as they placed second 
in the Jayhawk Conference Eastern 
Division and third in Region VI. 
The Tigers finished a solid season by 
placing 20th out of 44 teams at the 
national meet. Sophomore Andres 
Ruiz was Cowley’s top finisher at 
nationals, placing 45th with a time 
of 26:34.5. Fellow sophomore Livan 
Aguilar placed 61st with a time of 
26:44.4.  
 
Men’s Soccer 
The Cowley College men’s soccer team 
had a strong showing during the 2017 
season. The Tigers finished in a tie 
for second place in the Jayhawk East 
and ended the season with a record 
of 9-5-2. Five Tigers were named to 
the first-team, including sophomore 
Jake Hawker, who was named a first-
team all-conference forward and the 
Jayhawk East Offensive Player of the 
Year for the second straight season. 

Hawker finished his career as Cowley’s 
all-time leader in goals scored in a 
season (21), goals scored in a career 
(37), points scored in a season (47), 
and points scored in a career (84). 
Cowley will return several talented 
players including Ivo Neto, who was 
named a first-team all-conference 
selection after scoring nine goals and 
adding a team-high 12 assists. 
 
Women’s Soccer 
The Cowley College women’s soccer 
team had a difficult 2017 season but 
showed signs of improvement down 
the stretch. The Lady Tigers out-scored 
its opponents 19-0 in its three wins, 
but were unable to win the close 
games with Cowley suffering nine 
losses by two goals or less.  
 
Men’s Basketball  
The Tiger men’s basketball team 
has gotten off to a fast start as they 
finished the first semester with a 
record of 10-3 overall and 7-2 in 
the Jayhawk Conference. The Tiger 
basketball teams will host second 
semester home games on January 3, 
January 10, January 13, January 21, 
January 27, February 3, February 7, 
February 14, and Feb. 21st.  
 
Women’s Basketball 
The Cowley College women’s 
basketball team opened the season 
by winning its first nine games and 
finished the first semester with a 
record of 12-1 overall and 8-1 in the 
Jayhawk Conference. Sophomore 
Kaitlyn Potter leads the nation in 
scoring at 24.5 points per game. 
 
Wrestling 
In its inaugural season, the Cowley 
College wrestling program is already 
showing it will be a force to be 
reckoned with. Cowley opened the 
season at the Oklahoma City Open 
and hosted its first home dual against 
Neosho on November 9. The Tigers 
went 2-0 in duals during the first 
semester and have a busy second 
semester scheduled prior to the 
NJCAA West Qualifier held February 
10 in Little Rock, AR. Cowley will 
host duals on January 24 and January 
31st.
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On Thursday, August 3, 2017, 
representatives from Cowley College 
and Wichita State University met at 
the Cowley College Mulvane Site to 
officially sign articulation agreements 
between the two institutions for five 
engineering programs. Programs 
included are computer engineering, 
computer science, electrical 
engineering, industrial engineering 
and manufacturing engineering.  

These agreements represent a true 
2+2 arrangement between the two 
institutions and will allow a student 
to seamlessly transfer from Cowley 
College to Wichita State University. 
The purpose of the 2+2 is to provide 
Cowley College’s students a four-year 
coordinated program through the 
pre-engineering curriculum where 
students will receive an Associate of 
Science degree at Cowley College in 
the first two years and a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Computer Science 
from Wichita State University after 
two additional years.

“There is great value when you can 
help students move from career to 
classroom in a much more expedited 
time. This agreement will benefit 
thousands of students and their 
families by reducing the time to 

Cowley College & Wichita State 
Sign 2+2 articulation agreement in 

engineering
completion for their degree, which 
in turn reduces cost to the student” 
Dennis C. Rittle, president of Cowley 
College said.  

These articulation agreements will 
serve to facilitate the academic transfer 
of students from Cowley College into 
one of the five programs at Wichita 
State University by providing students 
a clear and concise pathway of classes 
that will transfer seamlessly. With a 
clear pathway in place, students will 
be more likely to persist and complete 
their educational goals within four 
years. 

“Both parties understand that 
students need to complete and move 
into the workforce, earning and 
contributing to the state in a most 
efficient manner,” Tony Vizzini, 
provost and senior vice-president for 
Wichita State University said. “That 
is what they come to us for, therefore 
it is our duty to work together to 
accomplish that. It is a step forward 
and we look for more of these to 
occur. We are very appreciative that 
Cowley was the first to be at the 
table.” 

The agreement began with the 2017-
2018 academic year and is the first of 
its kind in the state.
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In Cowley County, there is a 
tremendous need for programs that focus 
on early childhood education, particularly 
kindergarten readiness attached to parental 
education and support services. Research 
indicates that high-quality early childhood 
programs for children increase childhood 
literacy and high school graduation rates. 
It is documented that disadvantaged 
children who don’t participate in high-
quality early education programs are 50 
percent more likely to be placed in special 
education and 25 percent more likely 
to drop out of school. They are also 60 
percent more likely to never attend college, 
70 percent more likely to be arrested for a 
violent crime, and 40 percent more likely 
to become a teen parent (Rauner, 2010). 

In addition, leading economists say that 
early childhood education is a sound 
public investment, even during a recession. 
Every dollar spent on early learning 
programs for at-risk children yields $7 to 
$9 in future savings on expenditures like 
special education and the criminal justice 
system. Early learning programs can also 
improve America’s competitiveness in a 
global economy. The potential return from 
a focused, high-quality early childhood 
development program is as high as 16 
percent per year.

As a community, Cowley County 
continues to address several key issues 
including a median household income 
that falls below the state level average 

median income, a higher than average 
unemployment rate and a higher 
than average percentage of children 
living at or below the poverty level 
(Head Start Community Assessment, 
2017). Obviously, there are many 
contributing factors that lead to the 
above statistics. 

For the purposes of this proposal 
the focus is on two issues primarily: 
(1) Creating a community that 
supports early childhood education 
and (2) nurturing and preparing 
children to be successful as a future 
student. Undoubtedly, one of the 
primary issues and concerns for both 
community members, including 
parents of young children and our 
area employers, is that of child care. 
Without adequate and affordable 
childcare, parents with young children 
are limited in away from home 
opportunities, which in turn makes 
it difficult for area employers to find 
and attract the types of employees 
they need and desire. Not only does 
the local talent pool find it difficult 
to work with young children at 
home, young professionals looking 
to move to our community also 
find it difficult to justify a move 
where affordable childcare is not 
an option. Because Cowley County 
is home to a community college, 
many young individuals are in and 
out of our community. While here, 
these students have an encouraging 
experience, and love our college, and 

community atmosphere. 

We as a community have many 
positive attractions/job interests 
within and surrounding our area. The 
one missing link to our attraction 
however is quality child care. When 
young couples move to a new area, 
their primary concern is their growing 
family. They need to feel confident in 
the quality of care that is provided. 

If affordable and quality child care 
is an option for all working young 
adults in the community, there would 
be a positive effect on the available 
labor pool as well as positive outcomes 
on other social and economic issues 
facing the county. 

A second underlying concern for our 
area is kindergarten readiness. We as 
a community need to set a foundation 
for our children’s future as students. 
Currently, the communities within 
our county have different offerings 
in the area of Early Childhood 
Education. Winfield offers Mom 
programing through MOPS, Parents 
as Teacher First, REACH Services, 
and many more. Arkansas City offers 
programming for kids through the 
Public Library. There is a strong need 
in our community to offer children 
a viable option for kindergarten 
readiness, so they can be successful 
once they enter the educational 
system.

Through our vision, we will create 

By Janet Davidson 
Director of Early Childhood Education
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  WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU 
This form is for your convenience in sending news about yourself, your family, or other alumni.  
Let us know of any change in occupation, recent honors or degrees earned, marriages, births,  
memories of Cowley and any other news of interest. We want to hear from you and please send 
us a photo of yourself if you have one.

Name _______________________________________________ Graduated Cowley  ______
 Dr. Mr. Mrs. Ms.       First         Last      Maiden

Spouse’s Name _____________________________________  Graduated Cowley  ________
Address ____________________________________________________________________
                   Street         City       State          Zip
    Check box if this is a new address  
Phone ____________________________________________

Business Address/School Name _________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

Your Title/Occupation ____________________  Spouse’s Title/Occupation ______________
Children’s names and ages _____________________________________________________

Current activities, events or memories of C.C.C.C. _________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
 
E-mail address_______________________________________________________________

Please correct any errors in your name or mailing address and send us the addresses of any alumni  
you know who are not receiving alumni publications. IF YOU ARE MOVING, please notify the  
Cowley College Foundation of your change of address when you move. 
 
To make a donation to the Cowley College Foundation please visit: cowleyfoundation.org
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Published by the Cowley College 
Foundation and Public Relations,
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Arkansas City, KS 67005
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Alumni Relations &  
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620.441.5286 
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  Public Relations
  620.441.5587
  rama.peroo@cowley.edu

Kris Ripley, 
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  620.441.5561 
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ATTENTION PARENTS - If you are receiving the Cowley Alumni News addressed to your son or daughter who no longer lives 
at this address, please use this form to notify us of his or her present address. 

Mail Alumni forms to: Cowley College Foundation,  
Cowley College, 125 South Second Street, Arkansas City, KS 67005 1-800-593-2222 Ext. 5319.

the Cowley Learning Center utilizing 
an educational model that supports 
building cognitive development 
through the educational experiences 
of the child from birth-5 years of age. 
More and more infants and toddlers 
are spending time each day in some 
type of child care setting. All children—
especially infants and toddlers—need 
a child care setting where they can 
thrive with caregivers who understand 
how to promote their healthy growth 
and development. Young children 
need a schedule that is responsive to 
their needs, including appropriate 
stimulation and time to rest. They 
need to be talked to and played 
with. They need love and attention. 

And they need the opportunity to 
form the kind of comfortable, secure 
relationship with a caregiver that 
will nurture their healthy emotional 
development. 

The overarching focus and vision 
of the Cowley Early Learning Center 
is to use the research-based Reggio 
Emilia philosophy and intentional 
practices to improve the quality of the 
early learning experiences provided 
to children, resulting in increased 
readiness for success as children enter 
kindergarten and the elementary 
school years. The Reggio Emilia 
philosophy basis is that children are 
curious and creative, are competent 

in building their own theories about the 
world, are encouraged to follow what 
interests them, and are allowed to express 
themselves through nature and the arts. 

The Cowley Learning Center Model has 
four components, each of which is based 
upon research and evidence that has been 
shown to support quality in early learning 
and promote later success in school.  
1. Community Collaboration  
2. Family Engagement  
3. High Quality Early Learning   
    Experiences - Staff  
4. Successful Children. 

For more information or to view a 
detailed needs assessment proposal, please 
contact Janet Davidson at janet.davidson@
cowley.edu.
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Stay in Touch
www.cowley.edu/alumni
620.441.5319   620.441.5245

Hey Alumni!
Send us a picture of somewhere exciting 

you have traveled recently 
or an event you would like us to share and 

we may pick your photo and 
caption to appear here!


