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Welcome to the Fall 2016 Cowley 
College Foundation Alumni & Friends 
newsletter!  I am honored to represent 
the thousands of donors and alumni who 
over the years have generously given of 
their time and resources to ensure that 
our students continue to have access to a 
high-quality, affordable college education.  
Here at Cowley College we have long been 
associated with outstanding degree and 
certificate programs and we can thank the 
generosity of our friends, alumni, donors, 
and business and industry partners for 
enabling us to continue that legacy well 
into the future.

As the new Vice President of Institutional 
Advancement, I see a college brimming 
with opportunity, creativity, and 
optimism.  I see students eager to learn 
with the potential and promise to go out 
and change the world.  With the new 
Sumner County campus at Wellington 
now becoming a reality, we have the 
opportunity to reach more students than 
ever before.  As we continue to work to 
lay the foundation of this exciting new 
endeavor, we will not forget the confidence 
that has been placed in us or the strong 
reputation that is carried with the Cowley 
College name.  We are honored to 
celebrate our past while looking to a bright 
and exciting future.

It is my hope that through the stories 
that follow, you, too, can catch a glimpse of 
not only where we have been, but the bold 
vision of where we are going.  As we look 
to the future, I hope that you are inspired 
to join us in making a difference in the 
lives of the students and communities we 

serve.  As always, thank you for all you 
do as our alumni and friends.  

Go Tigers!

 

Dr. Kori Gregg 
Vice President of Institutional  
Advancement
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Dear Tiger Alum,

As we approach the holiday season 
and think about the many things in 
which we are thankful as well as what 
we can do for others, I share some 
historic information. On November 
8th, the voters of Sumner County 
approved the passage of a half-cent 
sales tax to build a Cowley College 
campus in Sumner County, which will 
provide greater access to high quality 
and affordable education as well as 
workforce training to the citizens living 
in the heart of Sumner County and in 
the surrounding regions, particularly 
west and south of Wellington. The 
campus will offer transfer degrees as 
well as high-wage and high-skilled 
technical programs of study in the 
areas of agriculture, manufacturing, 
education, computer science, police 
science, and first-responders.

Citizens and dignitaries had much to 
say about this historic vote. Annarose 
White, Executive Director of the 
Wellington Chamber of Commerce 
said, “The town of Wellington turns 
150 in February, and I cannot think of 
a better way to celebrate than to have a 
college in Wellington to serve Sumner 
County. This is a game changer for 
the quality of life of our citizens and 
businesses.”

Brad Klinge, Kansas Commerce 
Deputy Secretary of Workforce 
Services, shared, “This partnership 
is a model that could be replicated 
across the state.” Klinge added, “It will 
provide the area with a workforce that 
can achieve its overwhelming potential 
and will allow fantastic communities 
like Sumner County to keep their best 
and brightest.” 

Susan Johnson, human resources 
manager for GKN Aerospace Precision 
Machining in Wellington, KS, was 
among the many that attended 
Tuesday’s election night watch party 
at the Sumner County Economic 
Development Commission in 
Wellington. Speaking to those at 
the watch party, Johnson said GKN 
Aerospace, TECT Aerospace, and 
Triumph Accessory Services  want 
to stay in Sumner County and a yes 
vote for a Cowley College campus 
in Sumner County helps assure that 

those businesses will continue to 
thrive and prosper thanks to a trained 
and skilled workforce.

Stacy Davis, Executive Director 
of Sumner County Economic 
Development, said in economic 
development it is important to 
remember that not only is recruiting 
new business important, but so is 
business retention. “In determining 
the needs for retaining these 
companies, it was discovered the severe 
demand for a community college to 
partner with local companies,” Davis 
said. “This partnership facilitates 
educational gaps needed to fill 
opportunities for retaining these 
businesses and eventually expanding 
some of them. It also creates a skilled 
and qualified workforce that will be 
afforded a different lifestyle.”

“I am thrilled the residents of Sumner 
County see the value in education and 
voted to partner with Cowley College,” 
Davis said. “We have set up Sumner County 
to grow in a manner it has not seen in 
years.” 

In sum, this new campus offers a great 
opportunity for Cowley alumni to partner 
with Cowley College through naming 
opportunities as two new buildings will be 
built to provide cutting-edge educational 
infrastructure. I encourage you to be a part 
of this incredible opportunity. Together, 
Tigers make a lasting difference for 
generations to come. GO TIGERS! 

Looking forward to the future…

 

 

~Dennis C. Rittle
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Marlys Cervantes has been an instructor at 
Cowley College since 2000.

It’s a 
Beautiful 
Thing to 
Care 

“People take on the shapes of 
the songs and the stories that 
surround them, 

especially if they don’t have 
their own song.” 

- Neil Gaiman, Anansi Boys

True beauty lightens my world 
when I see the individuals we 
serve here at Cowley College 

find their stories, their 
songs, through our work 
with them. I have the deep 
pleasure of teaching creative 
classes that challenge our 
students while helping 
them discover themselves. 
There’s nothing more 
satisfying than being one 
small part of the positive 
influence provided by 
Cowley.

None of us, no matter 
how much we care, can 
make this happen for our 
students by ourselves, but 
together, we can work 
magic for our students. Yes, 
I know, that sounds a bit 
idealistic, right? If those of 
us who help students work 
toward their dreams can’t 
be idealistic, who can? 

I still remember 
interviewing at Cowley in 

2000. I left the interview, 
went to my car, called my 
sweetheart, and said, “If 
this isn’t the place for me, 
I can’t imagine what God 
has in mind.”  I felt blessed 
to receive the call that 
evening, and I feel blessed 
as I write this today. 

Just this past summer, I 
reconnected with my first 
foster son who ran track 
when he was here. I was 
writing a story about our 
time together, and I wanted 
to ask his permission 
before I included a couple 
of details in the story.  I 
found him on Linked 
In, working in Austin, 
managing workforce 
development contracts, 
writing a book advocating 
for public health, and 
mentoring young men in 
his community much like 
I did for him through our 
program here at Cowley. 

Think of all those athletes 
whose lives are touched 
through that program, 
through advising, student 
affairs’ activities, and simply 
the time and attention 
those at Cowley College 
spend on our nation’s 
greatest resource—our 
youth.

Cowley’s faculty and staff, 
and Cowley’s resources, 
have been an integral 
part of helping numerous 
students find themselves 
and work toward their 
goals for many years. Right 
about two years ago, one 
of those students was in 
my program and in dire 
need of assistance in order 
to continue pursuing her 
dream of a degree and a 
new life. Even though she 
had no avenue for the 
finances she needed just to 
eat, all it took was one call 

to endowment to get things 
rolling. 

Our endowment staff 
and the work they do to 
benefit our students is 
without question one of 
our strongest assets. Within 
twenty-four hours, this 
student was eating three 
meals a day; within four 
days, she was moved to a 
dorm on campus because 
she did not have a vehicle 
to get back and forth; 
and still today, as she 
attends school at a four-
year university where she 
participates in numerous 
activities across that 
campus, she remembers 
those at Cowley College 
who helped her  . 

This is what we do, 
together—we add strength 
to the stories, music to the 
songs, of those who enter 
our doors. We open those 
doors wide, allowing many 
to enter who never dared 
dream they’d be in college. 
Working together, we are 
compiling a magnificent 
anthology of stories that 
spreads wider than we can 
even imagine with each 
passing day. With thanks 
to all who contribute time, 
finances, and compassion 
toward our students and 
their goals, I move through 
another academic year of 
loving them and what we 
do together. 

“I’ve learned that people 
will forget what you said, 
people will forget what you 
did, 

but people will never 
forget how you made them 
feel.” 

- Maya Angelou
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The annual Cowley 
College Foundation 
banquet was held Thursday, 
November 3 in the Earle N. 
Wright Community Room.

The event had generous 
support from CPA 
Solutions L.L.C., and 
The Trust Company of 
Kansas who have served as 
sponsors for the event for a 
number of years.

Cowley College vice 
president of institutional 
advancement Dr. Kori 
Gregg served as emcee for 
the evening and thanked 
those in attendance for 
their support. “Without 
what you do we could 
not do what we do, and 
that is change the lives 
of students,” Dr. Gregg 
said. “Without you, these 
students would not have 
the dream of a college 
education.” 

Great Western Dining 
provided a wonderful 
dinner while music was 
provided by the CC 
Singers. Following the 
banquet, Cowley College’s 
Theatre Department 
performed Once Upon a 
Mattress in the Robert 
Brown Theatre.

During the banquet, 
Cowley College employees 
Landon and Lory West 
were announced as this 
year’s recipients of the 
Young Achiever Award. 
The award recognizes 
individuals age 40 or 
younger who have had 
success in their educational 
achievements, careers and 
community service, and/or 
service to Cowley College.

Landon serves as the 
director of housing at 
Cowley College. He 
attended Cowley on 
a baseball scholarship 
and graduated with an 

Associate’s Degree in 
2005. He then went on to 
Emporia State University to 
continue playing baseball 
and graduated with a 
Bachelor of Science degree 
in Recreation with a minor 
in coaching.

Lory also received an 
Associate’s Degree from 
Cowley College prior to 
obtaining Bachelor’s and 
Master’s Degrees from 
Emporia State University. 
While at Cowley she was 
crowned Queen Alalah 
in October 2004 and was 
named the school’s 2004-
2005 Student of the Year.

She is a member of the 
Kansas National Education 
Association, National 
Education Association, 
and the College Education 
Association.

“This is very unexpected,” 
Lory said. “This means a 
lot to us. We love Cowley, 
our kids love Cowley, and 
everything about it.”

Mike Munson, vice 
president of the Cowley 
College Foundation Board, 
presented the Ambassador 
Award to John Sturd 
(pictured). The award 
recognizes individuals who 
have provided sustained 
volunteer or other service, 
or philanthropic work to 
Cowley College.

Sturd is the Market 
President for RCB Bank in 
Arkansas City and serves 
on the Cowley College 
Foundation and Tiger 
Booster Club Boards.

Sturd graduated from 
Cowley College in 1980. At 
Cowley, he captured Region 
VI singles and doubles titles 
as a member of the Tiger 
tennis team, which finished 
sixth nationally. He served 
in various clubs and 
organizations while also 

serving as vice president of 
SGA during his sophomore 
year at the school.

He went on to graduate 
from Oklahoma State 
University and has over 35 
years of experience in the 
banking business.

Sturd, who is a member 
of Rotary, serves on 
several committees and 
leadership positions at 
Central Christian Church 
in Arkansas City and is a 
previous Grand Marshal 
for Arkalalah and past 
president of the Ark City 
Chamber of Commerce.

He was extremely 
humbled to receive the 
award.

“Cowley has meant a lot 
to me and our family,” 
Sturd said. “We bleed 
Orange. Because of what 
Cowley did for me in 
helping me become who I 
am,  it is only right that I 
give back.”

Also during the banquet, 
Meg Smith, director of 
journalism, and Cowley 
alumnus Courtney 

(Crain) Sendall spoke about 
the Student Experience Fund. 
Sendall shared her experience 
as a Cowley student where she 
was able to take a trip to Paris, 
France along with the Media 
Club to attend an international 
media seminar.

“It was an incredible 
experience that you cannot 
put a price tag on and it was 
possible thanks to the donors,” 
Sendall said.

Dr. Gregg thanked Cowley 
employees Lisa Grose, Liz 
Shepard, Abby Hollins, and 
Kris Ripley for their help 
coordinating the annual 
Endowment Banquet.

“This is a way to celebrate our 
donors who give the greatest 
gift they can give and that is 
the gift of an education,” Dr. 
Gregg said. To donate to the 
Cowley College Endowment 
Association, contact Dr. Kori 
Gregg at 620-441-5245.
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With 35 plus years of 
experience in the oil and gas 
industry, Al Sehsuvaroglu 
is equally at home in North 
America, Europe, the Middle 
East, Central Asia and Africa. 
The former nuclear engineering 
graduate turned global strategist 
currently resides in France and 
can trace his successful career 
path back to his time attending 
Cowley College in Arkansas 
City, KS.

Al was born in Istanbul on 
January 1, 1955 to Professor 
Dr. Bedi N. I. Sehsuvaroglu 
and Leylâ Günseli (née) Pirigil. 
His father was a professor 
of History of Medicine and 
Deontology and his mother 
a lyric soprano, a poet and a 
highly accomplished painter.  

Growing up, he attended 
a couple of local grammar 
schools, then a school in 
London and a Jesuit boys’ 
middle school, followed by 
civil and military schools in 
Istanbul, and finally finished 
high school in Arkansas City, 
Kansas. 

While in high school 
in Istanbul, Al was 
selected to take part in an 
international scholarship 
entry exam in 1971. 
He won the exam and 
received a scholarship 
provided by American 
Field Services (AFS) which 
linked willing host families 
with academically strong 
students from around the 
world.

While attending Ark City 
High School, Al lived with 
Ed and Margaret Gilliland. 
Mr. Gilliland was a member 
of Cowley College’s first 
Board of Trustees and was 
also the first president 
of the Cowley College 
Endowment Association 
(now Cowley College 
Foundation).

“Living with them was an 
incredible good fortune on 
my part,” Al said.

Al had to go back to 
Turkey for at least one year 
as part of the conditions of 
his AFS scholarship. There 
he enrolled in Bosphorus 
University (formerly called 
Robert College). He 
returned to Cowley College 
in the fall semester of 1974.

While at Cowley he was 
chosen to be in “Who’s 
Who, in American Junior 
Colleges” in 1976 and did 
some freelance writing for 
the school paper. However, 

his initial year at Cowley 
was financially hard, 
but thanks to the 
thoughtful gesture 
of then president 
Dr. Gwen Nelson, 
he was given a one-
time scholarship 
and a part-time job 
on campus, which 
helped him to pay 
tuition, room and 
board.  

Al has fond 
memories of 

former Cowley Physics 
instructor Dr. Phil Braun 
and chemistry instructor 
Dr. Mike Watters. 

“I remember visiting with 
Dr. Watters on one of my 
return trips to Ark City, 
when he reached over in 
his book case and pulled 
out a couple of my old lab 
experiment notebooks. 
He told me that they were 
so neat and tidy, he kept 
them as an example to 
show new students on how 
experiments should be 
done and notes should be 
kept,” Al said.

After receiving an 
Associate’s Degree from 
Cowley College in 1976, Al 
went on to obtain a nuclear 
engineering degree from 
Kansas State University in 
1978. 

After graduating from 
K-State, he went to work for 
Halliburton International. 
Following his initial year, 
training as an EIT in 
Duncan, OK, he got sent to 
Algeria, France, Holland, 
Texas, Scotland, London, 
Paris, and Kazakhstan over 
the ensuing 24 years, going 
from a Field Engineer 
to General Manager of 
Operations. 

In 2001, he was recruited 
into a start-up oil 
company as a Senior VP of 
Operations in Kazakhstan 
and then worked as a 
CEO and President of two 
additional start-up public 
oil and gas companies in 
Kazakhstan and Tasmania, 
respectively. In 2008, he 
started his own energy 
consultation business.

As a registered 
professional petroleum 
engineer, one of his jobs is 
to perform reserve audits 
and assessments for oil and 
gas companies. As such, he 
became knowledgeable in 

the application of PRMS 
2007 (Petroleum Resources 
Management System) 
in reserve classifications 
and thus became the only 
such qualified engineer 
in Kazakhstan. When 
the Kazakh government 
decided to upgrade their 
reserve classification and 
assessment system from RS 
2005 (Russian Standard) 
to PRMS 2007, Al was the 
natural choice to advise the 
Energy Minister and the 
Competent Body of the 
Republic of Kazakhstan. 

He was invited as a 
panellist for the third 
Kazakhstan Geology 
Forum, which took place 
in Astana (capital of 
Kazakhstan) in March 2015 
and subsequently following 
the session was interviewed 
by the Kazakh national 
TV. The presentation 
was on how to transform 
Kazakhstan’s outdated 
hydrocarbon resources 
auditing and reporting 
system into something 
more acceptable by western 
institutions and banks, 
i.e. to something akin 
to Petroleum Resources 
Management System 
(PRMS) 2007. The proposal 
has since been accepted and 
adopted by the Kazakhstan 
government, and the 
legislation should be in 
place by late 2017.

“I remember taking 
Speech classes at Cowley 
the first year, which were 
very helpful in preparing 
me to get on and stay on 
the stage of “life’s theatre,” 
Al said.

Al recently finished a 
six-field oil and gas reserve 
audit for a Korean oil 
company, in which he was 
assisted by the geology 
and geophysics company 

Continued on page 8.
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Born and raised in Wellington 
and Belle Plaine, KS, Hillary Gaston 
Walsh attended Cowley College from 
2002-2004, during which time she was 
a CC Singer, in the jazz and concert 
bands, a supervisor in the Kirk Dale 
dorm, and a student ambassador. 

“I loved my experience there and am 
proud of my Cowley roots,” Walsh 
said.

Those roots helped her move 
on from Cowley College to Troy 
University (AL) where she received a 
Bachelor’s Degree in 2009 and later 
earned a law degree from the William 
S. Boyd School of Law in Las Vegas, 
Nevada in 2012.

She currently serves as an attorney in 
Korea and recently received an award 
from the American Bar Association, 
the largest bar association in the 
United States, for the pro bono work 
she has done in the United States 
from Korea. The award is given by 
the ABA Standing Committee on 
Pro Bono and Public Service. Walsh 
is one of five recipients who will be 
presented with awards on August 4 in 
San Francisco, CA, during the ABA’s 
Annual Conference.

“Hillary has demonstrated that 
she is committed to providing 
access to justice for indigent and 
underrepresented populations,” said 
law school Dean Daniel Hamilton 
in his nomination letter. “What’s 
particularly interesting about Hillary’s 
pro bono work is that for the past few 
years, Hillary has spent more than a 
thousand hours representing pro bono 
clients in the United States remotely 
from her home at Osan Air Base 
in South Korea. I am very proud of 
Hillary and her work.” 

Walsh came to Cowley College after 
growing up on a farm in rural Kansas 
to become the first person in her 
family to go to college.

Though she had never met one, her 
dream of becoming a lawyer began in 
sixth grade thanks to John Grisham 
and Hillary Clinton’s It Takes A 
Village. Her dream came to life years 
later, while living in Japan, due to her 
husband Shawn’s assignment there 
as an F-16 pilot in the U.S. Air Force. 
Shawn deployed to Iraq for five of 
the couple’s 18 months there, and 
Walsh spent several of those months 
apart volunteering in Uganda at an 
orphanage. In Japan and Uganda, 
she met women and children who 
were openly discriminated against 
and routinely denied access to justice 
based solely on their gender, sexual 
orientation, and economic or marital 
status. 

When the military moved the couple 
to Las Vegas from Japan, Walsh 
began law school at the William S. 
Boyd School of Law, hopeful that if 
she could become a human rights 
attorney, she could someday advocate 
for these women and children.

During law school, her passion 
became focused while working in 
the immigration clinic, where, under 
the wing of clinic director, Professor 
Fatma Marouf, she assisted some of 
the most impoverished, desperate, 
and neglected members of society: 
undocumented noncitizens. 

After graduation, she worked at a 
leading commercial litigating firm 
in Las Vegas. Although it wasn’t the 
human rights work she had set out to 
do, she enjoyed litigation immensely. 

After reading Sheryl Sandberg’s Lean 
In, she vowed to become a human 
rights attorney, starting by taking one 
asylum case within the year. Days later; 
however, her husband called from 
Afghanistan, where he was deployed, 
telling her that he had received orders 
to South Korea and the family would 
be moving there within the year. 

“Determined to take my asylum 
case before we moved, I contacted 
the Florence Immigrant and Refugee 
Rights Project (FIRRP), a renowned 
nonprofit in Arizona that provides 
legal services to thousands of detained 
noncitizens there,” Walsh said. 
“FIRRP not only referred an asylum 
appeal to me, they also helped me 
navigate this new legal landscape. 
Fatma, my law school professor, again 
provided invaluable guidance. Like 
far too many asylum seekers, this 
client had been brutally attacked, 
shot repeatedly, and several of his 
family members were killed in their 
Central American home country for 
his refusal to join the infamous MS-13 
gang; this forced him to flee to the 
U.S. By winning remand, he would get 
a fair hearing in immigration court, 
in addition to preventing his errant 
removal back to his home country 
(where his persecutors remain). I 
drafted his appeal at night while my 
10-month-old twin daughters slept; 
days before moving to Korea, FIRRP 
notified me that I had won remand.”

In addition, Walsh wrote an article 
on asylum law titled, “Forever Barred: 
Reinstated Removal Orders and the 
Right to Seek Asylum” (66 Cath. 
U. L. Rev.) that will be published in 
spring 2017 by the Catholic University 
Law Review. And, in the continuing 
pursuit of her passion, Walsh is 
applying for a teaching fellowship 
at Georgetown in connection with 
their L.L.M. program in immigration 
asylum work. 

“I am incredibly fortunate to do 
the work I believe I was created to 
do, and being recognized for doing 
it by the ABA and the many people 
who nominated me is a huge honor,” 
said Walsh. “My clients have endured 
unspeakable tragedies.” 

Continued on page 8.
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2010s
Samantha Miller, Class of 2013, resides in 

Wichita, KS. After graduating from Cowley 
College, she went on to obtain a Bachelor 
of Arts degree from Southwestern College 
in Winfield, KS. She is currently employed 
as a fourth grade teacher at Oaklawn 
Elementary for Derby Public Schools.

John Erie, Jr., Class of 2011, resides in 
Fort Scott, KS. He is currently serving as 
a paramedic with the Neosho Memorial 
Regional Medical Center. He has two 
children, Aleana Erie 14, and Koby Erie 13.

2000s
Brian Jacoby, Class of 2001, resides in 

Wichita, KS. He is the Store Manager at 
Sherwin-Williams.

1990s
Jennifer (Boggs) Greene, Class of 

1991, and her husband, Randy, live in 
Winter Springs, FL. The couple are 
the owners of RnM’s Hillbilly Bar-B-Q. 

1980s
David Smith, Class of 1984, was 

recently hired to serve as the Director 
of Vocal Music at Cowley College’s 
main campus in Arkansas City. He 
previously served as the Dean of 
Instruction/Chief Academic Officer 
at Independence (KS) Community 
College.

1950’s
Dr. Glen Jennings, Class of 1957, 

and his wife, Sharon, reside in Grand 
Junction, CO. Dr. Jennings is a retired 
Professor of Family Therapy at Texas 
Women’s University. He spent close 
to 60 years in the field of education 
and directed 119 dissertations while 
receiving numerous awards. After 
graduating from Arkansas City Junior 
College, he completed MS and Ed.D 
degrees at Oklahoma State University. 
Sharon is a retired librarian. The couple 
have three children, 15 grandchildren, 
and four great grandchildren.

Petroleum Geosciences (Kz). He has 
since submitted - on behalf of a group of 
Kazakh technical institutes - a technical 
pre-qualification bid to EBRD (European 
Bank of Research and Development) 
who is financing a project to re-write the 
sub-surface legislation for the government 
of Kazakhstan, taking into account the 
new rules for PRMS 2007. The proposal 
is to have Al as the Team Leader, and the 
project, if accepted, would take around 18 
months to complete.

Having lived in numerous foreign 
countries over the past three decades made 
it difficult for Al to visit Ark City. However, 
he has made a point to attend his high 
school reunion every five years.

At his insistence, Al’s high school 
graduating class recently had an odd-year 
‘Class Reunion’. Since he had attended all 
of the class reunions except the 40th, Al 
and several of his classmates got together in 
this, the 43rd year.  

“I have tried to make a point on visiting 
Cowley College each time I came back 
to Ark City, so that I at least maintained 
some sort of continuing interest with the 
college,” Al said. “I wanted especially to 
stop by this time, as I had not met Dr. 
(Dennis) Rittle and his team. I also wanted 
to meet Libby Moore’s replacement (Tiffany 
Vollmer), as Libby was my lifeline to the 

College during all these years.”

Al and his wife, Rose, live in Nice, 
France. The couple have three 
children: their daughter Séverine lives 
and works in Los Angeles, while son 
Douglas lives and works in London, 
and son Christopher recently received 
his Bachelor’s degree from London 
Metropolitan University and should 
be going back to London to get his 
Master’s next year.

As a senior at Ark City High School, 
Al used his free Honor’s Passes to 
study freshman Physics at Cowley 
College.

“Cowley set the foundation, which 
later became my full time occupation 
as an engineer, both in nuclear and 
petroleum industries,” Al said.

Grateful to the school that set him 
on his path, Al has since developed 
an Endowed Scholarship at Cowley 
College in honor of his father, Bedi. 

“When I got accepted at CCCC, 
it was thanks to a set of scholarships 
arranged by Dr. Gwen Nelson,” Al 
said. “I have always appreciated this 
helping hand that got me started on a 
long and successful career.”

In the two years since moving to 
Korea, she has taken five more appeals 
pro bono, three of which were to 
the Ninth Circuit, and she recently 
wrote an amicus brief to the U.S. 
Supreme Court pro bono. These cases 
all involve clients who have endured 
horrendous tragedy. 

“I hope I get to do this work for the 
rest of my life,” Walsh said. “For now, 
I am still a stay-at-home mom to three 
girls under three, and I still work at 
odd hours to meet deadlines. This 
would not be possible without my 
husband Shawn’s unwavering support 
and his orders to Korea. I am forever 
grateful for both.”

Walsh is honored to receive the 
ABA’s prestigious Pro Bono Publico 
Award. 

“I want to show other young people 
that dreaming big and doing volunteer 
work pays off,” Walsh said. “This 
award is a special milestone for me 
personally and professionally.”

Al Sehsuvaroglu (CONTINUED) Hilary Gaston-Walsh 
(Continued)
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Cowley College is offering Kansas 
High School students the opportunity 
to enroll in select college courses for 
only $49 per credit hour through the 
FastTrack Dual Enrollment Program. 

This exciting new program allows 
Kansas High School students to 
start earning college credit while still 
attending high school. 

Included in this special tuition rate, 
Cowley College will waive general fees 
and online course fees. Students can 
also take advantage of Cowley’s new 
textbook rental program and save up 
to 60 percent in textbook expenses.

Cowley College was also 
recently selected as one of only 44 
postsecondary institutions across 23 
states, and the only college in Kansas 
and Oklahoma invited to participate 
in a pilot program that – for the first 

time – allows students taking college-
credit courses to access Federal Pell 
Grants as early as high school.

As part of this pilot program, 
an estimated 10,000 high school 
students in the 2016-17 school year 
will have the opportunity to access 
approximately $20 million in Federal 
Pell Grants to take dual enrollment 
courses provided by colleges and high 
schools throughout the nation.

Janice Stover, Associate Vice 
President of Academics and Secondary 
Partnerships, and Josh Cobble, 
Executive Director of Enrollment 
Management, along with Sarah 
Bryant, former Interim Vice President 
for Institutional Advancement/
Director for Marketing, and Financial 
Aid Director Sally Palmer and her 
staff, were instrumental in creating 
the new FastTrack Dual Enrollment 
program.

“Research has shown that students who 
begin taking college coursework while in 
high school are more likely to complete 
a bachelor’s degree and shorten their 
academic career in College,” Stover said. 
“The special AcceleRATE of $49 provides 
an opportunity for Kansas high school 
students to obtain transferable credit at 
an affordable price. Since Cowley College 
offers online courses in addition to classes 
held at our campus locations, we hope to 
reach students who otherwise might not 
have had the opportunity to participate in 
dual enrollment courses and ignite their 
college career.”

Those interested in the FastTrack Dual 
Enrollment Program or the High School: 
Pell ‘Dual Enrollment’ Program can talk 
to a high school counselor or a Cowley 
College Admissions Representative. For 
more information call 800-593-2222 or 
visit www.cowley.edu/dual.

Learning of the homes that were 
affected by the recent flooding in 
Mulvane, numerous Cowley College 
students and staff members reached 
out to help those in need of assistance. 

Cowley College president Dr. Dennis 
C. Rittle, as well as numerous faculty 
and staff have donated their time to 
help with the cleanup.

Additionally, 40 Cowley College 
student-athletes from the school’s 
main campus in Arkansas City helped 
with the cleanup duties on Wednesday 
as did athletic director Shane Larson 
and Tiger coaches Tommy DeSalme, 
Eric Nitsche, and Courtney Gougler.

“This was an opportunity for us to 
give back to a community outside 
of Arkansas City that supports us,” 
Larson said.

Cowley volunteers moved furniture, 
removed carpets and dry wall, and 
helped in any way possible.

Ginger Hopper, a graduate of Cowley 
College, was among the individuals 
affected by the flooding as her home 
suffered more than $12,000 in damage 
to the basement. 

“I am very blessed and thankful these 
coaches and students were willing to 
help people they don’t even know,” 
Hopper said. 

The Cowley College-Mulvane 
Math and Science Club gave away 
pulled pork sandwiches and chips 
to raise money for the flood victims. 
Donations were accepted and the 
Club raised $125. 



Alumni Relations, including Class 
Reunions, establishing the Great 
Cowley Duck Dash, which is still a 
fun and special way to raise money 
for scholarships, producing the Tiger 
Alumni News, and helping organize 
several banquets and receptions within 
the College.

She booked several speakers at 
the College and main-stage cultural 
arts performances, and worked with 
different artists to design the College 
Christmas card.

She also served on several college 
committees including Administrative 
Council, Strategic Planning 
Committee, Marketing Committee, 
and Cultural Arts Committee.

Terri Morrow helped grow the 
Foundation funds from $550,000 to 
more than $3,866,000. In addition, 
the Endowment Association returned 
$2,000,000 to the college for capital 
projects.

Over  the years, she has been a 
member of the Rotary Club, serving 
as past president, the Walnut Valley 
Beautification Committee, South 
Central Kansas Regional Medical 
Center Foundation Committee, 
Southwestern College Board of 
Trustees, Legacy Foundation, Arkansas 
City Community Theatre, Ark 
City Arts Council, Arkansas City 
Children’s Theatre, and the Power of 
the Purse Foundation.

She has also served on several 
committees at First Presbyterian 
Church.
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Having brought recognition and 
pride to the Cowley College community 
through their achievements in their 
chosen profession and in their service to 
the community, Otis and Terri Morrow 
were recently named recipients of the 
Outstanding Tiger Alumni Award by the 
Cowley College Foundation.

Otis Morrow is a native of Arkansas City. 
He is a 1968 graduate of Cowley College. 
He went on to earn a double degree from 
Southwestern College and graduated cum 
laude in Business Administration and 
History/Political Science in 1970. He 
received his Law Degree from Washburn 
University in 1973 and was inducted into 
the Business Hall of Fame at Southwestern 
College in 2013.

He served as City Attorney for 30 years 
and also served as Sr. Vice President and 
Sr. Trust Officer at the Home National 
Bank, from January 2005 until his 

retirement from the bank in February 
2013. He continues to practice law 
and is in his 43rd year of practice.           

He has been involved in community 
and civic affairs for the past 41 years, 
serving on the Board of Directors of 
the Chamber of Commerce on several 
different occasions and as president in 
1983. He is also a member of Rotary 
and has served as past president in 
1985, and is a Paul Harris Fellow. 

Otis also received the Community 
Cornerstone Award in December, 
2008 for “serving people and 
enhancing the quality of life in Cowley 
County,” and the Community Servant 
Award in 2015 from the Salvation 
Army for “doing ordinary things in an 
extraordinary way.”

He is thankful for the opportunity 
afforded him through his higher 
education starting with Cowley 
College.

Terri Morrow worked at Cowley 
College for 17 plus years in the 
Foundation Office. She enjoyed 
leading the Endowment Association 
in all fundraising and related activities, 

Otis and Terri Morrow have 
more than 40 years of 
community involvement and 
have been a great benefit to 
the College.
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  WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU 
This form is for your convenience in sending news about yourself, your family, or other alumni.  
Let us know of any change in occupation, recent honors or degrees earned, marriages, births,  
memories of Cowley and any other news of interest. We want to hear from you and please send 
us a photo of yourself if you have one.

Name _______________________________________________ Graduated Cowley  ______
 Dr. Mr. Mrs. Ms.       First         Last      Maiden

Spouse’s Name _____________________________________  Graduated Cowley  ________
Address ____________________________________________________________________
                   Street         City       State          Zip
    Check box if this is a new address  
Phone ____________________________________________

Business Address/School Name _________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

Your Title/Occupation ____________________  Spouse’s Title/Occupation ______________
Children’s names and ages _____________________________________________________

Current activities, events or memories of C.C.C.C. _________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
 
E-mail address_______________________________________________________________

Please correct any errors in your name or mailing address and send us the addresses of any alumni  
you know who are not receiving alumni publications. IF YOU ARE MOVING, please notify the  
Cowley College Foundation of your change of address when you move. 
 
To make a donation to the Cowley College Foundation please visit: cowleyfoundation.org

Cowley Alumni & Friends Newsletter
Published by the Cowley College 
Foundation and Public Relations,
Cowley College, 125 South 2nd 
Arkansas City, KS 67005

Dr. Kori Gregg, 
  Vice President of 
  Institutional  
  Advancement
  620.441.5245 
  kori.gregg@cowley.edu 

Lena Watkins,  
  Foundation Coordinator 
  620.441.5319
  lena.watkins@cowley.edu
 
 
 
Rama Peroo, 
  Director of Institutional    
  Communications and 
  Public Relations
  620.441.5587
  rama.peroo@cowley.edu

Kris Ripley, 
  Graphic Designer
  620.441.5561 
  kris.ripley@cowley.edu

ATTENTION PARENTS - If you are receiving the Cowley Alumni News addressed to your son or daughter who no longer lives 
at this address, please use this form to notify us of his or her present address. 

Mail Alumni forms to: Cowley College Foundation,  
Cowley College, 125 South Second Street, Arkansas City, KS 67005 1-800-593-2222 Ext. 5319.

With the recent decision to add 
wrestling as a College athletic program 
in the fall of 2017, the excitement 
is growing among those in the 
community.

With Arkansas City having one of 
the winningest high school and kids 
club wrestling programs in the state 
of Kansas dating back to the 1960s, 
Arkansas City High School head coach 
Greg Buckbee is eager to see wrestling 

added at Cowley College.

“With Arkansas City already having 
one of the best high school wrestling 
programs, it is exciting to think 
Cowley could possibly become one 
of the best junior college wrestling 
programs in the nation,” Buckbee 
said.

“This provides a great recruiting base 
for the college and will open doors 
for my student athletes to continue to 
wrestle without having to leave Ark 

City,” Buckbee said. 

During the process to get the program 
approved, Cowley athletic director Shane 
Larson had dozens of letters and calls 
expressing support of Cowley starting a 
wrestling program. 

Those interested in joining the Tiger 
Booster Club can contact the Cowley 
Athletic Department at 620-441-5246 or 
email shane.larson@cowley.edu. 
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Stay in Touch
www.cowley.edu/alumni
620.441.5319   620.441.5245

Hey Alumni!
Send us a picture of somewhere exciting 

you have traveled recently 
or an event you would like us to share and 

we may pick your photo and 
caption to appear here!


